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    Bowen Basin Underground Geotechnical Society

Scholarship Guidelines 
1. Introduction
Context
1.1 The Bowen Basin Underground Geotechnical Society Inc. (BBUGS) is a non-profit organisation with the aims of providing a forum for mutual technical development, networking, expanding and sharing knowledge, special interest identification, specialist recognition, establishment of national links, expert opinion and influence in relation to the field of geotechnical engineering in the underground coal mines of the Bowen Basin. 

1.2 In this capacity, BBUGS is proposing to support the development of geotechnical engineers through the award of two scholarships based on an academic research project. 

Purpose

1.3 The purpose of this document is to provide guidelines for the development, award and requirements of the BBUGS academic scholarship(s). 
1.4 This document has been drafted in consultation with the BBUGS Scholarship Sub-Committee (the sub-committee), comprising five members of BBUGS. 
2. Scholarship Details

Scholarship Amount 

2.1 The value of the two scholarships is $5,000 (AUD) each, to be awarded in three payments, as stipulated in Section 4. 
2.2 Two scholarships will be awarded in the current academic year. 
Scholarship Description

2.3 The scholarships will be awarded to support research projects relevant to the application of underground geotechnical engineering in the Bowen Basin. 
2.4 Scholarship funds are to be used to assist with the costs of the projects.

Scholarship Eligibility 
Initial Eligibility

2.5 The scholarships are available to applicants who are enrolled full-time in undergraduate, postgraduate study or research projects in the current academic year. In addition, applicants must meet the following minimum criteria:

(i) Be an Australian citizen and/or be eligible for employment in Australia on completion of their study;

(ii) Studying or conducting research at an academic institution in Australia. The applicant must be enrolled in a mining engineering, geotechnical engineering, geomechanics or geology discipline;

(iii) Conducting a research project that is directly relevant to underground geotechnical engineering in the Bowen Basin;
(iv) The research project must be active in the current academic year; and should be targeted for completion no later than the end of the same academic year;
(v) Have an outcome that can be utilised at or applied to underground coal mines in the Bowen Basin.
2.6 Students or researchers of any universities offering a matched funding or similar programme are encouraged to provide details with their application.

2.7 A legal contract or agreement between the university and BBUGS may be required prior to the first payment being made. 

2.8 Applicants are not restricted in applying for or holding other scholarships in addition to the BBUGS scholarship. Applicants must declare any other scholarships they hold or have applied for during the application process, as detailed in section 3.01. 
Continuing Eligibility

2.9 The scholarship holder is required to remain in enrolled full time in their specified degree or research project for the duration of the academic year to remain eligible to receive scholarship payments. 
2.10 In the event that these requirements are not met, the value of the scholarship must be reimbursed to BBUGS, unless approval is sought for exceptional circumstances from the sub-committee. 

3. Application and Selection Process

Applications

3.1 Applications for the BBUGS scholarships must contain evidence of meeting the selection criteria stipulated in paragraph 2.05, including:

(i) A one-page outline of the proposed research project, including breakdown of milestones throughout the academic year; 

(ii) The applicant’s record including certified academic transcript for their current / most recent formal programme of study; 

(iii) A curriculum vitae, to include a summary of work experience, qualifications and other relevant activities;

(iv) A one-page academic reference; 
(v) A financial plan detailing breakdown of how scholarship funds would be spent to assist with project costs; 
(vi) Details of other scholarships held or applied for in the same academic year; and
(vii) Details of any matched funding programmes provided by the university. 
3.2 The application must be submitted to the sub-committee by no later than 30th March   in the academic year the work will be completed in.
3.3 Completed applications should be sent to admin@bbugs.org.au.
Selection Policy

3.4 Applicants will not be selected for a scholarship unless the sub-committee is satisfied by the award date that they meet the eligibility criteria as set out in paragraphs 2.06 and 2.10 of these guidelines.
3.5 All applications will be assessed by the sub-committee against these Guidelines. 
3.6 The sub-committee will provide award recommendations to the BBUGS executive committee. The executive committee will be responsible for final award of the scholarship. 

Offer Process

3.7 When making an offer of a scholarship, BBUGS will notify the successful applicant(s) of scholarship(s) in writing by the no later than 30th April.
3.8 In the case of a scholarship not being accepted initially, a second offer may be made to an alternative applicant deemed eligible through the sub-committee’s assessment process. 

4. Scholarship Payments 
4.1 The BBUGS executive committee will be responsible for paying the value of the scholarship ($5,000) to the applicant who is awarded a scholarship in accordance with these guidelines.
4.2 Each scholarship will be awarded in three payments of $1,500, $1,500 and $2,000 respectively, in conjunction with the progress reviews detailed in Section 5.02. The first payment will be made following award of the scholarship, no later than 29th May; the second payment will be made no later than 30th September; the final payment will be made following presentation of the research project to BBUGS as detailed in section 5.05. 
5. Conditions of Scholarship
5.1 The scholarship recipients must continue to meet the conditions stipulated in these guidelines throughout the current academic year. 
5.2 The scholarship recipients are each required to submit two progress reports to BBUGS, making reference to the work and financial plans detailed in section 3.01. The reports are to be submitted no later than 31st August and 30th November. The sub‑committee will assess the recipients’ progress and continuing eligibility based on the progress reports, prior to the second and third payments being made. 

Scholarship termination

5.3 The sub-committee may recommend termination of the scholarship to the BBUGS executive committee only if:

(i) The student / researcher ceases to meet the eligibility criteria detailed in sections 2.05 to 2.08 inclusive of these Guidelines;

(ii) The sub-committee determines that the student / researcher does not meet the continuing eligibility requirements in relation to project progress and financial expenditure as defined in the application (section 3.01); or 
(iii) Once the duration of the scholarship period has been reached (i.e. at the end of the current academic year).
Provision of false or misleading information

5.4 If the BBUGS executive committee or the sub-committee has reason to believe that a student / researcher awarded the scholarship has provided false or misleading information in relation to the scholarship, the sub-committee must immediately reassess the recipient’s entitlement. 
Completion of Scholarship

5.5 On completion of the academic year, the scholarship recipients are required to attend a BBUGS meeting to present the findings of their study to date. The meeting date will be confirmed by the BBUGS executive committee during the current academic year and will be no later than March in the subsequent academic year. 
5.6 BBUGS will meet the cost of travel and accommodation for the meeting attendance, to be arranged through the sub-committee. 
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